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DRILLS 4 – STANDARD ENGLISH CONVENTIONS 
SAT OFFICIAL GUIDE - CHAPTER 18                                                                         PAGE 189 

 

1. In 1959, marine biologist Dr. Albert Jones founded the Underwater Adventure Seekers, a scuba diving 

________ that is the oldest club for Black divers in the United States and that has helped thousands of 

diving enthusiasts become certified in the field.  

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  club  

B)  club, and  

C)  club  

D)  club, 

 

 

 

2. Photographer Ansel Adams’s landscape portraits are iconic pieces of American art. However, many of the 

________ of landscapes were intended not as art but as marketing; a concessions company at Yosemite 

National Park had hired Adams to take pictures of the park for restaurant menus and brochures.  

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  photographers early photo’s  

B)  photographers early photos  

C)  photographer's early photos  

D)  photographer's early photo’s 

 

 

3. The field of geological oceanography owes much to American ________ Marie Tharp, a pioneering 

oceanographic cartographer whose detailed topographical maps of the ocean floor and its multiple rift 

valleys helped garner acceptance for the theories of plate tectonics and continental drift.  

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  geologist  

B)  geologist:  

C)  geologist;  

D)  geologist, 
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4. In her book The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts, author Maxine Hong Kingston 

examines themes ________ childhood, womanhood, and Chinese American identity by intertwining 

autobiography and mythology.  

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  of— 

B)  of  

C)  of:  

D)  of, 

 

 

5. Classical composer Florence Price’s 1927 move to Chicago marked a turning point in her career. It was 

there that Price premiered her First Symphony—a piece that was praised for blending traditional Romantic 

motifs with aspects of Black folk music—and ________ supportive relationships with other Black artists.  

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  developing  

B)  developed  

C)  having developed  

D)  to develop 

 

 

 

6. A subseasonal weather forecast attempts to predict weather conditions three to four weeks in ________ its 

predictions are therefore more short-term than those of the seasonal forecast, which attempts to predict the 

weather more than a month in advance. 

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  advance and  

B)  advance  

C)  advance,  

D)  advance; 

 

 

 

7. In 1881, French chemist Camille Faure redesigned the rechargeable lead-acid battery. Faure’s design 

greatly increased the amount of electricity that the original battery, which the French physicist Gaston 

Planté ________ fifteen years earlier, could hold.  

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  is inventing  

B)  will invent  

C)  had invented  

D)  invents 
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8. The African Games Co-production Market, one of over 180 annual international conferences supporting 

video game development, ________ the growth of the African gaming industry by helping start-up studios 

in Africa find partners.  

 

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?  

 

A)  promotes  

B)  promote  

C)  are promoting  

D)  have promoted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS 

 

1. A    5.  B     

2. C    6.  D     

3. A    7.  C      

4. B    8.  A    

 

Answer explanations can be found in the SAT Official Guide on pages 192 to 193. 


